He’s Nationwide
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readers, which until now has been mestly
African-American. But Jackson believes his
novels can break through to a larger and
more diverse audience.

His local literary repu-
tatton 1s well inracr,
thanks in part to having
launched his writing career
bv selling his gritrv, self-
published novels out of the
trunk of his car. His income,
for the most part. is from
working as a custodian for the
airy of Oakland for 25 vears
.1[1\{‘ most I‘L‘L‘L‘ﬂ[!_\'. f‘l)l' r!'lL'
police department.

Jackson, a Iﬁs[—(.l]kmg and ardent z.u[f—pru-
moter—whose fiction has been categorized
as :_.v.mg,\'rvr,.-:ghcrru,"'lnp—imp—m Serious
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Francisco Chronicle

So when the San

approached him for a series on local authors.
he complied, boldly predicring the Chron
interview would turn into an opus on him.

HES ]_WCCIR‘.TIOH was Lii.'.l\:i on, .l”\.{ [E"lt' resct,
as they say, 1s history.

The article caught the eve of Berkeley-
based Frog Ltd. Though several East Coast
publishers wooed him with big advances
and even lnggcr' promises, Jackson chose

Frog, "I felt comforrable with them from

his core audience of

the beginning. They were upfront and hon-
est,” Jackson says.

His fast-paced books are based on the
Oakland lived and
“Oaktown Devil,” his first novel, depicts the

he’s survived 1n.
raw Sidc Df' O&lk_l.lnd. WI’lCI‘C drugs
and violence are commonplace and
people are struggling just to get by.
Whether they're money-hungry,
drug-dealing thugs or washed-out

women trapped in a life they did-

brutality that speaks to the
tragedy thar is stll witnessed on
Qakland’s streets.

will

Jackson's first five books over

Frog publish

the next two vears. He 1s cur-
rently working on his sixth installment,
“Sweet Pea’s Secret.”
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